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Abstract

Ischia is an Italian volcanic island in the central Mediterranean Sea, sadly famous in the last two
centuries because in 1883 a strong earthquake destroyed the town of Casamicciola and killed over
2300 people. During the twentieth century the island has not suffered other disasters of geological
origin and has seen a conspicuous increase in tourism, therefore urbanization. However, the nature of
the place has not changed, so in summer 2017 a new earthquake shook the town of Casamicciola,
causing two deaths and thousands of displaced people. This opened a debate on the relationship
between human beings and their environment, on the type of development followed in the last
century, on the model of reconstruction to be carried out, on safety in a tourist resort and, moreover,
isolated in the sea. The paper addresses these issues using the analytical tools of cultural
anthropology, maintaining a long-term perspective.
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